KARANGAHAKE (EST.1875) A tistory OF THE SETTLEMENT

The mines

In 1875 Nga iwi o Hauraki were persuaded to grant the Crown
mining rights over 132,175 acres of their land. A mad rush followed
but there was little surface gold and no large reefs were found until
1882. Even then it proved difficult to extract the gold and only
larger companies had the funds to mine and process the ore. New
Zealand Crown Mines, the Woodstock Company and the Talisman
Goldmining Company (which later took over Woodstock) became
the main players.

In 1889 a new process using cyanide to separate gold from the
quartz ore was introduced. The extraction rate went up from less
than 50% to 90%. The mines expanded and new reefs were opened
up and for a while Karangahake flourished. But the reserves of
gold were limited and by the early 1920s most of the mines had
closed. In 1929 rising gold prices led to a brief revival of the
industry and some previously untouched sections of the Maria
Reef were mined through until 1939.

Head of Crown water race

The town

The first diggers settled the
area on the far side of the
river, close to the mines, but
they needed supplies and
services and soon a small
town stood on the river
terrace (now the site of this
reserve). A suspension bridge
and post office were built in
1885, the school opened in
1889 and before long there
were churches, shops, nine
boarding houses, a bowling
club and, of course, two
hotels. In 1907 the town

had a population of approx.
2000, but when the mines
began to fail the population
fell dramatically.

The life

Mining was a dangerous business

and the miners risked life and
limb on a daily basis. At least
19 men lost their lives in the

Karangahake mines and there
were numerous serious accidents.

In addition many miners died

by fine quartz dust.

young from lung diseases caused

tramway 1897/98

Trucking quartz, Crown

Karangahake

main street

Two bridges
across river

The gold

At its peak Karangahake was the
second largest producer of gold
in the Hauraki Goldfields (after

the Martha Mine at Waihi). By
the time the mines closed for
good more than 4 million
ounces of bullion had been
extracted from over 1 million
tons of ore. Worth about
£4,000,000 in old money.

OUNCES OF BULLION MINED
(1882 - 1923)

NZ Crown Mines..... 350,000

The Woodstock
Company........cce.... 140,000

Talisman Goldmining
Company............c.... 3,500,000

OUNCES OF BULLION MINED
(1993-1944)

Talisman-Dubbo..... 57,000

34 bars and 2 boxes of bullion

Loading the bullion at
the National Bank
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Karangahake the retreat

Historically, the area sheltered many iwi who fought against
Native Land Courts, surveyors and Crown Land acquisition,
and were also opposed to gold mining in the area. The flags of
Te Kooti and the Hauhau resistance fighters once flew on the
far side of the river as a warning to miners and surveyors not to
enter. The strength of Maori resistance, and their numbers in
the area, kept the miners at bay until late in the 19th century.

Even before non-Maori occupation, the area was well guarded
with redoubts and sentry lines. Drums were beaten in warning
when advancing tribes entered Hauraki territory, the sound
echoing off the hills and through the gullies. This signal passed
from sentry to sentry to far-away Hikutaia, Whangamata,
Hikurangi, Katikati, Tirohia and Paeroa. Another warning, used
in times of danger, was a loud shrieking call. Some say that this
call was the origin of the name ‘Karangahake’. However, ‘hake’
is also the name for the hollow wooden implements used as
warning gongs or drums.

On the other side of the river were Maori gardens that stretched

to Whangamata. Spiritual as well as nutritional sustenance came
from the valuable native plants that clothed the hills. Many of the

plants’ medicinal uses are now hidden or lost.

Te Papa Atawbai
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Karangahake home of the taniwha

The Ohinemuri river is named after a local

chieftainess and means “the girl who was left behind”.
The story is one of love, as the river was once home to
the eminent taniwha Ureia who watched over its waters
and the waters of the Waihou and Piako rivers. One day
a beautiful chieftainess was overlooked by her people

as they fled from here to escape an invading tribe. Ureia
found Ohinemuri and sheltered her from the war party.

Years passed and he came to love her, as she did him

as a beloved father. When peace finally came, the tribe
returned to look for their princess. Because of her noble
heritage, she had no choice but to return to her people.
Broken hearted, Ureia left the area and was only seen
occasionally watching over the river. Today it is said that
when the mist falls from Karangahake Mountain and the
dew rises from the Ohinemuri River, they are the tears of
Ohinemuri and Ureia who still pine for each other.

Waitawheta - water of Tawheta

The Waitawheta River was named after the rangatira
Tawheta of Nga Marama. The area was used by the
various tribes of Waitangi-o-Hinemuri for hunting
birds and rats and harvesting fern roots.

The Waitawheta River
on the Windows Walk



EXPLORE

EXPERIENCE THE
HISTORY AND DRAMATIC
LANDSCAPE OF THIS AREA

‘Wood k and Tali ining batteries
- 20 minute return walk

Go over both swing bridges through the remains

of the Woodstock Powerhouse, to the site of the
Woodstock Battery. A large wheel can be seen and
concrete foundations. The Talisman Battery is up
some stairs to the right, and along the track upriver
a short distance. Come back the same way.

‘Windows Walk - 1 hour loop walk EEmmm

Go over both swing bridges and turn right to go
upriver through the remains of the Woodstock and
Talisman batteries. Stairs lead to a restored tramway
through mine tunnels past a series of openings
(windows) which look down on the river gorge below.
The last tunnel is the longest and requires a torch

or light of some kind. The walk then goes down a
staircase into the gorge itself and over a bridge. The
Underground Pumphouse entrance is upstream of
the bridge through another tunnel. The Windows
Walk returns downstream along the historic Crown
Tramway and passes several mine portals before
returning to the car park.

o /L‘ Woodstock &
Talisman ruins

Railway Tunnel Loop
- 1 hour and 30 minutes loop walk ——1

Go over the first swing bridge and go straight on and
then immediately right towards the Karangahake
Hall. The track goes downriver and through the
remains of the Crown Battery before crossing the road
over a steel truss bridge and entering the rail tunnel.
The tunnel is about a kilometre long and has lighting.
At the other end cross the historic Eastern Portal
Bridge then turn right and follow the riverside track
back towards the car park.

It helps to have a torch or light for going through
the tunnel at the end of the Windows Walk, or for
exploring the Underground Pumphouse.

Care for the New Zealand environment

L. y A Karangahake
and plan to leave no trace of your visit 3 Ay " o family with their
+ Protect plants and animals X hak o > iy 4, r mode of transport,
« Remove rubbish aranggtt; :il . = ot in the early days of
Qe 3 o ; 3 European settlement.
« Keep streams and lakes clean by Europeans - -
« Keep to the track when gold

« Consider others '.ni"ing began .
« Respect cultural heritage nilim 12925 x s = FOR MORE INFORMATION: Department of Conservation
e : Tauranga Area Office PO Box 9003, Tauranga ph: 07 578 7677

Toitu Te Whenua / Leave The Land Undisturbed . .
email: taurangainfo@doc.govt.nz web: www.doc.govt.nz
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ORIGINS OF THE KARANGAHAKE LANDSCAPE

5 to 10 million years
ago this area was
rocked by a series of
volcanic eruptions that
laid the foundations for
gold mining today.

On the surface it was all action:
lava flowed, ash coated the land,

a new landscape was born.
Changes also occurred beneath

the earth’s surface which would
eventually give us gold. Over

time the volcanic hot spot moved
south towards Rotorua and Taupo
leaving behind an unrecognisable,
desolate landscape. It took another
two million years to shape the land
as we see it today.

a3l Vulcanism today on
1 T The 8 Whakaari / White
= Island, part of the
Taupo Volcanic Zone.

Quartz mine at
Karangahake

Gold was moved nearer to the
surface by super-heated water
from deep below the earth.

«  The source of all this activity was a large
chamber of molten magma (hot, liquid
rock and gases) lying 5-10 kilometres
below the earth’s surface.

«  Minerals and gases from the molten
magma and surrounding rocks mixed
with water that had trickled down from
the surface through a network of cracks.

»  The superheated mineralised water then
rose back up towards the surface.

e As the water cooled, dissolved minerals
like quartz formed along the walls of
faults and open fractures. These quartz
‘veins’ or ‘reefs’ often contained deposits
of gold and silver. Over time the volcanoes
eroded exposing some of the larger reefs.
A little gold was washed into streams
(alluvial gold) but most remained beneath
the ground and encased in quartz.

Talisman works, Karangahake

The land today

Change continues: mining, fires,
logging, farming, introduced plants
and animals have all made marks
on the land. Mining relics abound
here at Karangahake. They can

tell us fascinating stories about an
extraordinary era, but they also
remind us that we can take nothing

from the earth without paying a price.

Rivers and forests

Rivers, like the Ohinemuri, ‘.
began carving valleys through

the hills, and magnificent forests lll
grew over bare ground. By the
time humans first arrived here

the clean, clear rivers teemed 1
with native fish and eels, the
forests were filled with all
manner of birds including kiwi
and kokako, and the surrounding
lowlands were a haven for
specialised wetland plants
and birds.

Threatened native birds are
confined to places where

introduced predators can be
controlled or eradicated.



