
Loading the bullion at  
the National Bank

The town 
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Head of Crown water race

The life
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The gold 
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The mines
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Two bridges 
across river

Karangahake 
main street
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Karangahake Butchery 1899

However life was not all grim and the miners and townspeople were 

good at entertaining themselves. There were sports clubs, dances (the 

town boasted two bands) and even the occasional theatre production.
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Karangake in the early 1900s

34 bars and 2 boxes of bullion

Funeral of a miner 1907
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Karangahake the retreat
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Waitawheta - water of Tawheta
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Karangahake the pathway
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Karangahake home of the taniwha
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The Waitawheta River  
on the Windows Walk
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dows Walk
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The Ohinemuri River

Mist descends from 

Karangahake Mountain



Woodstock and Talisman mining batteries  

B 20 minute return walk
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Windows Walk - 1 hour loop walk
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Railway Tunnel Loop  

B 1 hour and 30 minutes loop walk
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It helps to have a torch or light for going through 

the tunnel at the end of the Windows Walk, or for 

exploring the Underground Pumphouse.

EXPERIENCE THE  
HISTORY AND DRAMATIC 
LANDSCAPE OF THIS AREA

Caption text here

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Department of Conservation
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 PO Box 9003, Tauranga  ph: 07 578 7677 

email: taurangainfo@doc.govt.nz   web: www.doc.govt.nz

Care for the New Zealand environment  

and plan to leave no trace of your visit
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Karangahake 
was settled 
by Europeans 
when gold 
mining began 
in the 1890s

A Karangahake 
family with their 
mode of transport, 
in the early days of 
European settlement.
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Woodstock and Talisman mining batteries  

B 20 minute return walk
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Windows Walk - 1 hour loop walk
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Railway Tunnel Loop  

B 1 hour and 30 minutes loop walk
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It helps to have a torch or light for going through 

the tunnel at the end of the Windows Walk, or for 

exploring the Underground Pumphouse.

EXPERIENCE THE  
HISTORY AND DRAMATIC 
LANDSCAPE OF THIS AREA
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5 to 10 million years 
ago this area was 
rocked by a series of 
volcanic eruptions that 
laid the foundations for 
gold mining today.
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Quartz mine at 
Karangahake
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The land today
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Rivers and forests
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Vulcanism today on 
Whakaari / White 
Island, part of the 
Taupo Volcanic Zone.

Threatened native birds are 
��������	��
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�������
introduced predators can be 
controlled or eradicated.
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Once home to kiwi and kokako, 
rimu and totara trees dominated 
the forest with rata on the ridges. 
Kauri was not common as its 
natural southern limit lies just to 
the south of Karangahake.
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Gold was moved nearer to the 
surface by super-heated water 
from deep below the earth.
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Talisman works, Karangahake


