
What’s in a name?

Huharua Park, which encompasses 8.7 hectares of this headland, was formed 
in 2003. The reserve owes its existence largely to the Thorne family, who 
rejected approaches by land developers and sold this land to Western Bay of 
Plenty District Council and Tauranga City Council to create a park for “all 
New Zealanders”. Within the park, the magnificently-preserved Ongarahu Pa 
site celebrates the peninsula’s rich Maori history. 

A heritage park

Local Maori have always called this headland Huharua, courtesy 
of the resident Huharua pa inhabited by Pirirakau people. Huharua 
means a gully or shallow trough. The name relates 
to a tunnel or covered trench that 
linked the two pa of Huharua and 
Ongarahu. It is said that warriors 
used the tunnel to escape when the pa was under siege.

European settlers, however, took a few decades to settle on a name. Early on, 
they knew the peninsula as Te Puna Point, then Freeth Point after the first 
Europeans to buy land and reside here.  But the name Plummers Point stuck 
after Thomas and Ada Plummer brought their young family to the area in 
the early 1900’s. Plummer descendants have lived at Plummers Point for 
more than a century.
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A major thoroughfare

For centuries, Maori warriors and food gatherers 
arrived or set off from here when using the 
Wairere track, which still crosses the Kaimai 
ranges between Waikato and Bay of Plenty.

The peninsula was on the main route for Pakeha 
traders, missionaries and travellers between the 
Tauranga region and inland Matamata plains. 

Early travellers could sometimes catch a boat 
or canoe, or perhaps ride a horse from here to 
Tauranga. More often, they would walk along 
the shore line, swimming or wading through 
rivers and deep estuarine mud.

In earlier decades, three sailing boats hauled 
timber directly from here to Auckland. In its 
heyday, the scheduled service saw a ship call 
into Plummers Point once every 12 hours. 

The East Coast main trunk railway stopped 
at Plummers Point for about 40 years, until 
the 1960’s. 

Between 1976 and 2000, Plummers Point 
Campground, with its natural hot water 
swimming pool, was a gathering place for 
the community and visiting holidaymakers.

 An essential link to history 

Nowadays, Plummers Point is considered a scenic, off-the-
beaten track beauty spot with glorious coastal views at the road’s 
end. But this piece of land was once an essential traveller’s hub.
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